
of the fluid extract of belladonna was repeated four times in the two or three
succeeding hours.

The symptoms ceased to grow worse at about ten o'clock, and began to
ameliorate at midnight, though lie was kept in motion for two hours after,
when he was held in the lap and allowed partial quiet.

Next day he was pretty well, but on the day following vomited nearly every-
thing taken. In two days more, recovery was complete.

Drs. Stedman and Edes saw the patient in consultation with Dr. Bolles.
Du. Arnold inquired if belladonna was generally found efficacious in

opium poisoning.
Dr. Bolles said that in his case the child appeared much brighter after

the first dose, and dilatation of the pupil soon followed after the third and
fourth doses.

Du. Oliver mentioned the case of an old lady who took by mistake half
an ounce of laudanum. Previously ten drops had been sufficient to relievo her
of pain. Dr. Oliver saw her two hours after the laudanum had been taken,
and found lier cyanotic, with pupils contracted and pulse 70°. One sixtieth of
a grain of sulphate of atropia was twice injected suboutaneously, followed by
the administration of strong coffee and two injections suboutaneously of thirty
drops of brandy each. Patient first began to show signs of recovery four
hours after.

Dr. Ahnold referred to two cases where one thirtieth of a grain of sul-
phate of atropia had been given subcutaneously and repeated in an hour. The
pupils became dilated, but no relief followed.

Dît. Edes mentioned a case where one fortieth of a grain of sulphate of
atropia was twice administered, producing dilatation of the pupil without any
improvement in the symptoms.

 

REGISTRATION REPORT OF MASSACHUSETTS.1
Tins volume contains the vital statistics of Massachusetts for 1874, arranged

in the form of tables, and accompanied by some eighty pages of " summary
observations," in which the facts contained in the tables are carefully analyzed,
compared, and discussed. The task of furnishing these valuable editorial re-

marks, without which the report would be little more than an unintelligible
mass of figures, has for the last two years, since the death of Dr. G. Derby,
been intrusted to Dr. F. W. Draper, who here contributes his second yearly
installment of this most useful work.

An adage exists to tho effect that tho forest would bo easily seen were it not
for the trees. So also with statistics, obscurity results from the multiplicity
of facts brought together for consideration. Were it not for the assistance
afforded by Dr. Draper, whose lucid comments give us, as it were, a bird's-^yo
view of the forest spread out beneath our gaze, we should be little the wiser

1 The Thirly-Third Registration Report of Massachusetts. Births, Marriages, and Deaths
for the Year ending December 31, 1874. Prepared under the direction of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth. With Editorial Remarks by F. W. Draper, M. D. Boston. 1876.
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for conning the array of figures and tables which make up the chief part of
this report.

" The birth-rate for 1874," says Dr. Draper, "is the same as that for 1873,
while the death-rate is less. The disturbing effects wrought by the civil war

upon tho birth-rate, growing out of the absence and loss of many adult males,
are progressively disappearing." As regards the proportion of the sexes, it
is shown that to every 100 girls, 107.7 boys were born. The proportion in
England, on the other hand, is 104 boys to 100 girls. The great excess of
females over males in this State, which contains 108 females to every 100
males, is therefore not due to any relative deficiency of male births, but re-

sults chiefly from emigration of males and immigration of females.
A curious fact observed each year in our community is the predominance of

females (334) as compared with males (312) among illegitimate births. In
England illegitimate births are more productive of male children than legiti-
mate births.

" Those children whose father was foreign and whose mother was American
outnumbered those whose father was American and whose mother was foreign
by 1000." This we take to result not so much from superior fecundity, as

from the greater frequency of marriages in which a foreign husband marries
a native wife, as compared with marriages in which the mixed nativities are

reversed.
The marriage rate is shown to have declined somewhat in 1874, being only

. 9.66 per 1000 living, against a mean of 11 per 1000 for the nine years pre-
ceding.

With regard to mortality, the death-rate in 1874 was 19.79 per 1000, ex-

ceeding very slightly the decennial mean death-rate of Massachusetts. No
extensive epidemic prevailed. Deaths by small-pox were only 26 iu number,
showing how few predisposed individuals were left untouched by the great
epidemic of 1872-73, which proved fatal to 1697 persons.

Consumption is shown by Dr. Draper to be more prevalent among females
(3.47 per 1000 living) than among males (3.80 per 1000). In England, on

the other hand, the male sex shows a slightly greater liability to phthisis than
the female. We would suggest that tho explanation of the greater prevalence
of phthisis among females in our community is perhaps to be found in the
great excess of adult females of exotic origin, chiefly Irish, who add to our

female population an excess of individuals at ages and of a nativity which
constitute a predisposition to tubercular disease. Tho differences as.regards
age-distribution and nativity existing between our male and female populations
are quite remarkable. Thus, in 1865, while at all ages there were to every
100 males 108 females, there were at ages from 20 to 30 years as many as

145 females to every 100 males. With regard to nativity, among males 20
per cent, were foreign, while among females the proportion of foreigners was

21.7 per cent., the excess of foreign-born females consisting chiefly of adults.
In conclusion, we are glad to take this opportunity to express our sense

of the deep obligation under which Dr. Draper has laid the community by
his constant, able, and painstaking devotion to its sanitary interests.
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